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“Which electives shall I choose?” 
Students: 

As you consider which electives 

you wish to take, keep in mind that 

the courses you choose during the 

registration process will be your 

courses for the next school year. 

Therefore, you need to make sure 

you carefully consider your 

elective choices.  

All electives are year-long courses.   

Please know that “changing your 

mind” about taking a course is not 

a valid reason for a schedule 

change. 

If you have questions, please 

contact the TCCHS teachers and 

staff listed on the back of this 

handout. They are the experts in 

the courses listed and can provide 

you with more information. 

 

 

 More information is available online 
 

Information is available on the Thomas County 

Central High School website.  It may be helpful to 

review this information when considering which 

course to take. 

 

 http://www.thomas.k12.ga.us 

 

Physical Education 
Health (semester course):  This course explores the 

mental, physical and social aspects of life and how 

each contributes to total health and well-being.  It 

emphasizes safety, nutrition, mental health, 

substance abuse prevention, disease prevention, 

environmental health, family life education, health careers, consumer health, 

and community health.  This course is required for graduation. 

 

Personal Fitness (semester course):  This course provides instruction in 

methods to attain a healthy level of physical fitness. It covers how to develop 

a lifetime fitness program based on a personal fitness assessment and stresses 

strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, body composition and 

cardiovascular endurance. Includes fitness principles, nutrition, fad diets, 

weight control, stress management, adherence strategies and consumer 

information; promotes self-awareness and responsibility for fitness.  This 

course is required for graduation. 
 

General PE I - III:  These courses focus on any combination or variety of 

team sports, lifetime sports, track and field events, outdoor education 

experiences, rhythmic/dance, recreational games, gymnastics, and self-

defense.  They provides basic methods to attain a healthy and active lifestyle. 

 

Team Sports, Weight Lifting, & Body Sculpting: These courses provide 

methods to redefine body shape through specific exercises. They cover 

weight training, conditioning exercises and proper nutrition to improve 

muscle tone, muscle definition, posture, bodily proportions, overall condition 

of the body and increase energy levels. Based on Sports Medicine guidelines 

for fitness and conditioning programs.  Includes fitness concepts for 

developing healthy lifetime habits. 

 



Fine Arts 

Band  The band courses are designed for those with previous experience playing a band instrument.  

The band directors will determine appropriate ensemble placement. 

Chorus Chorus courses emphasize the development of vocal techniques and performance skills using 

a variety of choral literature.  Throughout the course students develop music reading skills.  The courses are 

open to male and female singers who have no prior choral experience. 

Advanced Placement Music Theory 
This course conforms to College Board topics for the Advanced Placement Music Theory 

Examination. The course covers terminology and notational skills, writing skills, visual analysis 

and aural skills and advanced levels of understanding. 

Drama          Dramatic Arts/Fundamentals I – IV:  These courses help students develop and apply 

performance skills through access to basic vocal, physical and emotional exercises which includes 

improvisation and scene study and related technical art forms. 

 

Advanced Drama I – IV:  Introduces acting and theater as disciplined art forms; covers methods 

to observe and understand human behavior and to use those observations to create a character. 

Includes basic techniques of stage movement and use of physical expression for communication. 

Enhances vocal techniques and specific patterns for better verbal communication.  

 

Visual Arts           Visual Arts/Comprehensive I, II, & III 

These courses introduce art history, art criticism, aesthetic judgment and studio production. These courses emphasize 

the ability to understand and use elements and principles of design through a variety of media, processes and visual 

resources. Students will explore master artworks for historical and cultural significance.  

 

Visual Arts/Advanced Placement Studio Drawing Portfolio 

This course conforms to College Board topics for the Advanced Placement Studio Art Drawing Portfolio Examination. 

Students are required to submit original works and slides to be evaluated on quality. The course provides experiences 

using different drawing media and approaches. It is designed for students interested in the practical experiences of art.  
 

 

Modern Dance I, II and III 
Introduces modern dance; covers shape, form, line and experimentation with individual expression and 

creativity. Stresses aesthetic perception, creative expression and performance, historical and cultural heritage and 

aesthetic judgment and criticism.  

 

 MODERN/WORLD LANGUAGES  

Spanish  French  Latin  German 
Language and communication are at the heart of the human experience. Learning to communicate in another language 

is critical to our students' ability to function linguistically and culturally in a global society. The goal of the World 

Language courses is to help students develop and maintain proficiency in at least one other language. Students may 

receive credit by participating in an articulated, sequential program.  All courses are aligned to Common Core Georgia 

Performance Standards for Modern Languages (CCGPS) which are based on Standards for Foreign Language Learning 

in the 21st Century and the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language (ACTFL) Performance Guidelines 

for K-12 Learners.   

Modern/World Languages are not required for graduation.  However, two years of the same Modern/World 

Language are required for acceptance into a four year college.  



  
Academic Electives 

 

Individual and the Law (yr 1), Constitutional Theory (yr 2), 

Ethics and the Law (yr 3) 

These courses focus on elements of speech, policy and debate infusing a mock trial and moot court format.  It analyzes 

the foundations and functions of the American legal system, examines types of laws, reviews the individual's 

relationship to the law, and major court decisions. It integrates and reinforces social studies skills. 
Psychology   
This course investigates the principles of psychology, developmental psychology, heredity and environmental aspects 

of psychology, learning theory, personality, intelligence, social disorders and research methods used in the study of 

psychology. The course integrates and reinforces social studies skills. 

 

AP Psychology   
This course conforms to College Board topics for the Advanced Placement Introductory Psychology Examination. The 

course covers methods, approaches and the history of psychology as a science, biological bases of behavior, sensation 

and perception, states of consciousness, learning, cognition, motivation and emotion, developmental psychology, 

personality, testing and individual differences, abnormal psychology, treatment of psychological disorders and social 

psychology. 
Forensics   
In this course students will learn the scientific protocols for analyzing a crime scene, how to use chemical and physical 

separation methods to isolate and identify materials, how to analyze biological evidence and the criminal use of tools, 

including impressions from firearms, tool marks, arson, and explosive evidence. 

Anatomy & Physiology   
The human anatomy and physiology curriculum is extensively performance and laboratory based.  The course 

integrates the study of the structures and functions of the human body, however rather than focusing on distinct 

anatomical and physiological systems (respiratory, nervous, etc.) instruction should focus on the essential requirements 

for life.  Areas of study include organization of the body; protection, support and movement; providing internal 

coordination and regulation; processing and transporting; and reproduction, growth and development.  *Chemistry pre-

requisite 

Journalism / Writer’s Workshop   
This course focuses on journalistic writing through analysis of newspapers, yearbooks, literary magazines, and 

broadcast journalism publications.  A concentration on the following components of journalistic writing is critical:  

influence, purpose, structure, and diction.  Reading, writing, and critical thinking are key components as students 

explore the power and influence of journalism.  Students will participate in news gathering, the study of ethics, and the 

aspects of copy writing, editing, and revising and will study the ethics of journalism.  The students will learn the 
process of publishing. 
AP Human Geography   
AP Human Geography introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human 

understanding, use, and alteration of Earth's surface.  Students will learn to analyze special concepts/landscape uses in 

relation to socioeconomic organization and environmental consequence.  Students will also utilize the different 

tools/methods that geographers use in their research. 

AP Art History   
This course covers prehistory to Egyptian, Greek and Roman, Early Christian, Byzantine, Early Medieval, Gothic, 

Romanesque, Renaissance and Mannerist, 17th and 18th century, 19th century, 20th century and non-Western art.  

 



Agriculture: Basic Agricultural Science and Technology 

This course introduces the major areas of scientific agricultural production research and presents problem solving 

lessons and introductory skills and knowledge in agricultural science and agri-related technologies. This course is the 

first course in all of the agriculture pathways. 

 

Agricultural Mechanics I 
These courses are designed to provide students with introductory level experiences in selected major areas of 

agricultural mechanics technology which may include small engine maintenance and repair, metal fabrication, wood 

working, electrical wiring, and maintenance of agricultural machinery, equipment, and tractors. Lessons 

may also include concrete construction, building construction, plumbing, soil and water conservation. 

 

 

Animal Science Technology/Biotechnology* 

Veterinary Science 
These courses are designed to introduce students to the scientific principles that underlie the 

breeding and husbandry of agricultural animals, and the production, processing, and 

distribution of agricultural animal products. The courses also cover reproduction, production 

technology, processing, and distribution of agricultural animal products.   

 

Forest Science*  

Wildlife Management  

These courses provide entry-level skills for employment in the forest industry.  The courses cover establishing forests 

by natural and artificial means, maintaining and surveying forests, identifying and protecting trees, practicing 

silviculture, measuring trees and land, mapping, preparing for timber sales and harvest, employing multiple-use 

resource management, keeping records, and figuring taxes.  The courses prepare student to recognize opportunities in 

forestry for developing wildlife habitats; include instruction in selection of tree species, development of feeding plots, 

tree harvesting methods to conserve wildlife, management for controlled hunting by leasing, firearm safety, 

management of wildlife populations, predator control, game and fish laws and regulations, and development and 

management of camping facilities.  

 

General Horticulture and Plant Science* 

These courses provide methods to produce, process, and market plants, shrubs, and trees used principally for 

ornamental, recreational, and aesthetic purposes and to establish, maintain, and manage horticultural enterprises. 

Introduction to systematic cultural practices and business procedures used in nursery businesses and coverage of the 

production, marketing, and distribution of landscape plants and related landscape materials are also included.  

 

Sustainable Agriculture 

This course is designed to introduce students to the concepts of sustainability related to agriculture production. Students 

will learn how to implement production and marketing practices that are profitable and environmentally sound while 

meeting the needs of both the present and future generations.  

 

*These courses satisfy the Georgia Board of Regents fourth science requirement. 

 
Audio Video Technology and Film: 
 

Audio Video Technology and Film I , II and III  

Broadcast/Video Production Applications and Lab   
These courses prepare students for employment or entry into a postsecondary education program 

in the audio and video technology career field. Topics covered may include terminology, 

safety, basic equipment, script writing, production teams, production and programming, 

lighting, recording and editing, studio production, and professional ethics.  Each level 

enhances the skills attained in level one by providing more in-depth and specialized experiences 

in video and film equipment operations.  Students enrolled these courses will participate in an 

active, hands on curriculum exposing them to the digital worlds of audio, video, and imaging.  



Automotive: 

Basic Maintenance and Light Repair (MLR) 

Maintenance and Light Repair II and III 

 

These courses introduce students to the Automotive Service Industry and give intensive theory 

instruction coupled with hands on practice. Each course emphasizes safety procedures, how to identify and use hand 

and power tools, oil and filter service, preventative maintenance, tire repair, mounting, balancing, and also includes 

professional development and employability skills training.  These courses will give the student the skills necessary to 

gain employment or post-secondary training as a beginning automotive technician apprentice, tire installer/repair tech, 

lube technician, and preventative maintenance assistor. 

Business and Information Technology: 
Introduction to Business & Technology: This course is designed for high school students as a 

gateway to the business pathways and provides an overview of business and technology skills 

required for today's business environment. Knowledge of business principles, the impact of 

financial decisions, and technology proficiencies demanded by business combine to establish the 

elements of this course. Emphasis is placed on developing proficient fundamental computer skills 

required for all career pathways.  

Introduction to Digital Technology: Introduction to Digital Technology is the foundational course for the 

Programming pathway. This course is designed for high school students to understand, communicate, and adapt to a 

digital world as it impacts their personal life, society, and the business world. Exposure to foundational knowledge in 

hardware, software, programming, web design, IT support, and networks are all taught in a computer lab with hands-on 

activities and project-focused tasks. Students will not only understand the concepts, but apply their knowledge to 

situations and defend their actions/decisions/choices through the knowledge and skills acquired in this course. The 

knowledge and skills taught in this course build upon each other to form a comprehensive introduction to digital world. 

Legal Environment of Business: This course concentrates on the legal aspects of business ownership and management.  

Legal issues include contracts, sales, consumer law, agency and employment law, personal and real property, risk 

management, environmental law, government effects on business and the impact of ethics on business operations. 

 

Entrepreneurship: This course concentrates on the management skills necessary for successful business operation. 

Students will study management strategies for developing and implementing business plans; structuring the 

organization; financing the organization; and managing information, operations, marketing and human resources. 

Students engage in the creation and management of a business and the challenges of being a small business owner.  

 

Business and Technology: This course provides students with opportunities to enhance their computer technology, 

decision-making, productivity, communications, and problem solving skills. Areas of instruction include advanced 

computer applications and integration of word processing, desktop publishing, spreadsheet, database, and presentation 

software, as well as the use of emerging technologies. In this course, high school students can acquire advanced skills 

required to create, edit, and publish industry appropriate documents. 

 

Computer Science Principles*: This course emphasizes the content, practices, thinking and skills central to the 

discipline of computer science. Through both its content and pedagogy, this course aims to appeal to a broad audience. 

The focus of this course will fall into these computational thinking practices: connecting computing, developing 

computational artifacts, abstracting, analyzing problems and artifacts, communicating, and collaborating. 

 

Business Communication: The goal of this course is to provide students with an understanding of communication 

skills and current and upcoming technology and its impact personally and professionally. Competency will be 

developed in the areas of oral and written communication, interpersonal skills, and the use of current technology.  

 

Digital Design: This course provides instruction in technology through project-based collaborative learning.  

Multimedia activities  involve  producing  computer  and  multimedia  products  that  demonstrate  skills  in  the  areas  

of technology,  creativity,  written  and  oral  communication,  organization,  critical  thinking,  and  research.  The 

website design aspect of the course includes the creation and design, uploading, and periodic maintenance of web pages 

and corresponding links. It also explores Internet commerce. 



 

Business Procedures: The goal of this course is to provide students with a project-based approach to prepare them for 

careers in administrative information technology.  The course will cover general office skills and procedures, attitudes 

and work habits, professional dress, career acquisition skills, and information processing. Competencies will be 

developed in finance and accounting as well as communication.  Personal leadership and management skills will be 

developed and practiced throughout the course. Students in this course will gain work experience through the School-

Based Enterprise, The Nest. 

 

AP Computer Science*: Conforms to the College Board syllabus for the Advanced Placement Computer Science 

Examination. Covers programming methodology, features of programming languages, fundamental data structures, 

algorithms, and computer systems.  

 

*These courses satisfy the Georgia Board of Regents fourth science requirement. 

 

CCAE:  

CCAE I - III 
Students learn about the world of work and are provided opportunities to sharpen their academic and employability 

skills. Students develop confidence, maturity, and self-esteem through meeting academic challenges, completing 

projects, and participating in a Career and Technical Student Organization.   

Education and Training:   

 
Early Childhood Education I, II and III: These courses prepare students for employment in early 

childhood education and services. The courses address early childhood care, education, and 

development issues that include guiding the physical, cognitive, creative, social, emotional, and 

moral development of children. This course of study includes planning and guiding 

developmentally appropriate practices for working with young children, including career paths, 

principles and theories of child development, the creation of a developmentally appropriate 

learning environment, collaborative relationships and guidance, lesson planning, and appropriate response to cultural 

diversity and students with special needs.  

 

Early Childhood Education Internship: The internship offers a candidate in the Early Childhood Education career 

pathway a field experience under the direct supervision of a certified early childhood educator (mentor). The internship 

stresses observing, analyzing, and classifying activities of the mentor and comparing personal traits with those of 

successful early childhood educators. The candidate intern will develop a portfolio of their skills, plan and teach 

lessons, understand and practice confidentiality as it pertains to early childhood education, meet the needs of special 

education students, maintain the safety of the students, and practice professionalism and ethical behavior. This is a two 

hour class. 

 

Work-Based Learning:   
 

Work-based learning is an educational approach that uses the workplace to provide students with 

knowledge and skills that help them connect school experiences to real-life work activities.  

Work-based learning is available to juniors and seniors who are on track for graduation and meet 

the other prerequisites set by the program.  Students interested in work-based learning 

opportunities may qualify for Youth Apprenticeship, Cooperative Education or an Internship.  All 

work-based learning opportunities allow students to earn high school credit for their work 

experiences. 



Health Science:   
 

 Introduction to Healthcare Science 

 Essentials of Healthcare* 

 Allied Health and Medicine 

 Patient Care Fundamentals 

 

These courses enable students to receive initial exposure to the many Healthcare 

Science careers as well as employability, communication, and technology skills 

necessary in the healthcare industry. The concepts of human growth and development, 

interaction with patients and family members, health, wellness, and preventative care 

are evaluated, as well as the legal, ethical responsibilities of today’s healthcare 

provider. Fundamental healthcare skills development is initiated including microbiology, basic life support and first aid. 

These courses will provide students with a competitive edge to be the better candidate for either entry into the 

healthcare global marketplace and/or the post-secondary institution of their choice to continue their education and 

training. 

The Patient Care Fundamentals course with the appropriate prerequisites meets the Certified Nurse Assistant 

curriculum content as specified by the Georgia Medical Care Foundation. Students meeting all academic, attendance, 

and age requirement may elect to sit for the Georgia Registry’s Examination. Successful completion of the Georgia 

Registry Examination allows students to seek employment in the state of Georgia as a Certified Nursing Assistant.  This 

is a two hour class. 

 

*Essentials of Healthcare satisfies the Georgia Board of Regents fourth science requirement. It also has an embedded 

course of Anatomy and Physiology.  
Welding:     Occupational Safety and Fundamentals 

This course is the foundational course that prepares students for a pursuit of any career in the field of 

construction. It prepares the student for the basic knowledge to function safely on or around a 

construction site and in the industry in general. It provides the student with the option for an 

Industry Certification in the Construction Core. This course explains the safety obligations of 

workers, supervisors, and managers to ensure a safe workplace. Course content discusses the causes and results of 

accidents and the dangers of rationalizing risks. It includes the basic content of OSHA 10-hour safety standards. It also 

includes the basic knowledge and skills needed in the following areas: construction math, hand and power tools used in 

the field, general blueprints, and basics of rigging safety. 

 

Introduction to Metals & Welding I 

These courses are designed to acquaint students with the three major technical occupations (welding, sheet metal, and 

machining) that are available in the metal forming, manufacturing, and metals/construction industries. The various 

activities equip students with the skills needed to select a metal industry occupation, enter the work force, and continue 

to advance in one of these specialized metals occupations. 

Engineering and Manufacturing (Robotics): 

Foundation of Engineering and Technology (yr 1) 

Foundations of Manufacturing Materials (yr 2) 

Engineering Concepts (yr 3) 

Robotics and Automated Systems (yr 4) 

This course introduces students to the principles of robotics and automation and the role of robotics in industry through 

research, speakers, and site visits.  Students will apply physics principles in an integrated study in the design and 

development of an array of robotic mechanisms.  They will also learn and apply relevant computer programming 

languages to advanced physics principles.  Finally, working in teams, students will build working robots which can 

accomplish specific pre-determined goals.   

 



 

Teacher Subject Area Email Address 

Allison NeSmith General PE, Girls Conditioning anesmith@tcjackets.net 

Amy Ponder Psychology and AP Psychology aponder@tcjackets.net  

Amy Smith Family and Consumer Science asmith@tcjackets.net  

Andrea Posada Anatomy aposada@tcjackets.net 

Anthony Paulino Spanish apaulino@tcjackets.net  

Bethany Hayes Forensics bhayes@tcjackets.net  

Bill Wilhelm Weightlifting and General PE bwilhelm@tcjackets.net  

Brett James AP Art History bjames@tcjackets.net 

Brian Bellamy Robotics; Individual & Law  bbellamy@tcjackets.net  

Brian Burton Latin; German bburton@tcjackets.net  

Cindy Carnes Family and Consumer Science ccarnes@tcjackets.net 

Cindy Griner Health Science cgriner@tcjackets.net  

Cole Ward Agriculture ecole@tcjackets.net 

Donald Dalton Young Farmer; Agriculture ddalton@tcjackets.net  

Erika Wyatt Spanish ewyatt@tcjackets.net   

Gabrielle McMullen Drama gmcmullen@tcjackets.net 

Glen Gosier Agriculture ggosier@tcjackets.net  

Josh Niswonger AP Human Geography jniswonger@tcjackets.net 

Katie Gaston Dance kgaston@tcjackets.net  

Kelly Arno French karno@tcjackets.net  

Kristy Maxwell Audio Video Technology kmaxwell@tcjackets.net  

Laura Kornegay Robotics lkornegay@tcjackets.net   

Matt Tanner Weightlifting mtanner@tcjackets.net 

Michael Clapper Automotive mclapper@tcjackets.net 

Michael Owens General PE mowens@tcjackets.net 

Michael Rigdon Weightlifting and General PE mrigdon@tcjackets.net 

Michael Thomas Band mthomas@tcjackets.net  

Michelle Ausley Youth Apprenticeship/Work Based Learning mausley@tcjackets.net 

Mindy Pierce Business and Information Technology mpierce@tcjackets.net  

Nick Haskin Business and Information Technology nhaskin@tcjackets.net  

Nicole Davis Chorus midavis@tcjackets.net  

Nikki Smith Agriculture nsmith@tcjackets.net 

Patricia Beach Computer Science pbeach@tcjackets.net 

Paul Johns Band, AP Music Theory pjohns@tcjackets.net  

Phillip Duplantis Weightlifting pduplantis@tcjackets.net 

Randy Young Audio Video Technology ryoung@tcjackets.net  

Regina Beasley CCAE rbeasley@tcjackets.net 

Shelby Young Art cyoung@tcjackets.net  

Thomas McAboy General PE, Girls Weightlifting tmcaboy@tcjackets.net 

Travis Barrett Welding tbarrett@tcjackets.net 

Ward Cole Agriculture ecole@tcjackets.net 

Wendy Luke Health Science wluke@tcjackets.net  
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